
English Work: Year 
1/2   

Stanley’s Stick –
Week 1



L.O. To express your point of view.

Success Criteria:
To write in full sentences using a capital letter 

and full stop.

To give reasons for your choices. (Verbally or 
written)



Monday 25th January

What is this? I think it’s a 
MAGIC WAND!

What else could it be for?

Who do you think the book is about? Why?
I think this book is about ___ because___ 
Where do you think the story will be set? 
I think the story will be set in ___ because 
____
Does it seem similar to any other books you 
have read?
This book reminds me of ___ because ____
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Listen to the story here:

Pause at these parts and discuss the answers with an adult or record them in a book.
Instead of naming it a tree, how does the author describe where Stanley’s stick comes from? 
What else do we think Stanley’s stick will be? What has happened so far in the ‘beginning’? 
What happened in the middle of the book? How do we know the stick is special to Stanley? What 
do we think will happen at the sea? Why?
Finish listening to the story.



Task: Draw a picture to show your favourite part/’thing’ that the stick 
meant to Stanley and write at least 5 sentences around the edge to show 
main events you can recall from the story. 
OR draw a picture to show your favourite part/’thing’ that the stick 
meant to Stanley. Label the picture to show what the stick meant to 
Stanley. Then share what you can remember verbally with an adult.
Challenge: Try and include some of these words 
in your writing!



L.O. To use adjectives to describe a character.

Success Criteria:
To write in full sentences using a capital letter 

and full stop.

To include one expanded noun phrase (Year 2)



Tuesday 26th January

Have a look at the following images. 
Which one came first?

Put them in order and discuss with 
an adult. 

BIG QUESTION: Why is it 
important that they are in the 

correct order?



I have taken a sentence from the story but 
I’ve accidentally muddled it up. Can you 

help me put the words in the correct 
order?

with stick Stanley carries always his him.

I wonder if the 
punctuation gives us a 

clue…



Behind the black box is a member of staff at St 
Mary’s.

Here are some clues to help you guess:

They are a friendly teacher in KS1.
They have wavy, brown hair.

They sometimes wear round glasses.
They love to dance.

They teach in Ocean Class.

Move the box to reveal the teacher!
Were any adjectives used? What were they?

Using adjectives helps us to imagine what the 
author is writing about.

Miss Howells



Mind map adjectives around Stanley. Can you describe 
his hair colour, eye colour, what clothes is he wearing, 

personality? 



Task: We are now we are going to put those adjectives in sentences. Have 
a look at the example below to help you.

Challenge: Try to include at least 1 expanded noun phrase in your 
writing.  

Red jumper
Brown hair

Stanley has brown, straight hair and wears 
a red jumper. 



L.O. To use your imagination, based on a 
story you have read. 

Success Criteria:
To use adjectives.

To include one expanded noun phrase (Year 2)



Wednesday 27th

January

We are going to listen to 
the story again. 

Make a list of all the 
things that Stanley turns 

his stick into. 

We will share our ideas 
together at the end.



What did Stanley turn the stick 
into?

Stanley turned his stick into ___
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Today you are going to be imagining what you might turn the 
stick into if you were Stanley. 

I am going to give you a minute to think before we share our 
ideas together. There are some ideas below to help!

A rocket
A broomstick

A magic wand

A telescope

A submarine



Draw at the top of your page what you would like the stick to 
turn into.

Write adjectives around your image to describe it.

Challenge: Write in full sentences to describe the stick. Try to 
include an expanded noun phrase if you can.



L.O. To write a short piece of writing based on 
what you have read.

Success Criteria:
To use adjectives.

To say your sentence out loud first.



Thursday 28th

January

Yesterday you drew a picture to show what you 
would turn the stick into if you were Stanley.

Today you are going to be going on an exciting 
adventure!
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I turned the stick into 
a submarine and went 

on a super exciting 
adventure underwater!

Watch the video to see 
what exciting things I 

discovered on my 
adventure. 



What did you spot underwater? 

Think about what 
exciting adjectives 
you could use…



Today I went on an exciting adventure in my submarine. 
I dived into the deep, dark ocean to discover what was 
underneath the water. I felt excited because I had never 
been so far down in the ocean. First, I spotted a stripy, 
pink fish that was tiny. A little while later, I saw a huge 

shark with sharp, pointy teeth!

What have I 
included in in my 
writing that you 

like?
How could I make 

it even better?



Task:
Today you are going to write about your exciting adventure! Make sure you say 
your sentence out loud first to check it makes sense. There are some examples below 
to give you some ideas. 

OR draw picture to show where the stick will go on your adventure. Try to write a 
short caption under each picture to tell me what is happening.

Challenge: Try to include the following in your writing – fronted adverbials, 
expanded noun phrases and exciting adjectives! Once you have finished, read your 
work back to ensure you have got at least one of each.



L.O. To edit and improve a piece of work.

Success Criteria:
Read my work out loud to check it makes 

sense.

Use my purple pen to edit.

Correct my spellings.



Friday 29th January

Today we are going to be using our purple pens to edit our 
work before publishing it using our best writing.

Here are some things we look for when editing our 
work:

Have I used capital letters and full stops in the correct 
places? 

Have I spelt common exception words correctly?
Does my sentence make sense?



today i went on an exciting adventure in my submarine. 
I dived into the deep, dark ocean to discover what was 
underneath the water. I felt excited becos I had never 
been so far down in the ocean. First, I spoted a stripy, 
pink fish that was tiny. a little while later, I sor a huge 

shark wiv sharp pointy teeth!

You have 1 
minute to spot 
any mistakes!



You have 5 minutes to go back and check your work 
from yesterday. Remember to look for:

Capital letters and full stops in the correct places. 
Common exception words spelt correctly.

Check that your sentence make sense.

If you get stuck on any 
spellings, put your hand up and 
we can find a friend on zoom to 

help you!



Now that you have edited your work, you are now going 
to publish it.

This means you need to write it up using:
All your corrections.

Your best handwriting.

We will share our published 
work together at the end!



A fun activity to try!
Task: If possible, go outside and collect sticks and natural resources 
to make your own stick person. Describe your stick person to adult or 
write a description using exciting adjectives. Here are some examples 

below to help. 

What adventures will your stick 
person go on?


