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Governor’s Update — Autumn 2021

With school life beginning to return to some form of normality it has been a great relief to be able
to resume face to face governor meetings. Zoom has been a life saver, but there is nothing like
coming together in the same room to work for the betterment of the school. As governors our
work together during this time has been both joyous and challenging in equal measure. The
pandemic has challenged everyone, education in general and our school are no different. Even
with all this our school has been recognised as ‘Outstanding’ during our recent Catholic Schools
Inspection, and we are delighted for all the staff, and leadership team that made sure we were
more than ready to show off our continued commitment to a first-class catholic education.

Thank you too, to all the parents, carers and pupils who took the time to talk to the inspectors about what the school and
its ethos mean to them. The outstanding judgement was a testament to that and a wonderful outcome, | am sure you will
all agree. The governing body has also welcomed quite a few new members, as some long-standing governors came to the
end of their term. We welcome the new members of our governing body and look forward to working together in service
of the children and our school. We also thank all the governors who have left for their years of dedicated service.

Key items on the governing body’s agenda have been the marketing of the school, academisation plans in catholic schools
across Sussex and beyond, and preparing for a possible Ofsted inspection. These run alongside our continued role in
scrutinising attainment, achievement, school improvement and safeguarding in general.

With birth rates falling and the impact of Brexit, schools in our area are competing for fewer children. St Mary’s is no
different and you may have seen that we have increased on site advertising, website improvements and social media posts.
We would like to ask our parents to do all they can to spread the word about our wonderful school too. Please do tell your
friends, join our Facebook page, Instagram page and Twitter feed and share our social media posts far and wide.

Regarding academisation, Bishop Richard wrote to all the catholic schools in our diocese recently asking us to investigate
joining the Bosco trust. As a governing body we have been doing that by attending meetings with Bosco and other catholic
MAT’s (Multi Academy Trusts) and setting up a working party to investigate further. At the full governing board meeting
held this week we voted to keep a watching brief and not to try and join the Bosco academy at this time. However, the
issue of possible academisation is going to be ongoing and things may need to change depending on many issues,
decreasing funding to the local authority being just one.

In preparation for a possible Ofsted inspection in the summer term we have attended specific training and will continue do
all we can to be ready when it inevitably comes.

| hope that this update has given you a little insight into what has been happening and look forward seeing you
all around the school at some of the upcoming Christmas events that so happily have been able to begin again.

Kelly Morris Vice-chair of Governors




Cup Winners!

Well done to Oliver, Lucas, Mason and Tom who all play for the Felpham Colts
under 9’s football team. The team only started training together in July and
have already gone on to win the cup final last week! They are even due to be
featured in the Bognor Regis Observer for their amazing progression and

achievement in such a short time.

Well donel!
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We would love to say a huge thank you to
Evelyn in Beach class and Reggie in Starfish A big thank you to our FSA for organising and

class who have taken part in a 9 mile bike running yesterday’s school disco. It was a
huge success and the children all had a

wonderful time. In total, it also raised an
estimated £750 for our school!

ride, sponsored by their friends and family
to raise money for our school!l They
managed to raise a total of £160!

There will be an opportunity for children in
What an amazing achievement, thank you EYFS to attend a disco in the Spring Term, so
and well done for your efforts! please keep a look out for this.

Wellbeing Cabin Fundraiser!!

We have just this morning set up a fundraising page via JustGiving to start saving towards a
fabulous Wellbeing Cabin for our school!

Since the lockdown we have become aware that some of our children are struggling to adjust to
being part of a bigger class again. We are trying to provide spaces for these children to work
alongside trained teaching assistants to help them to develop their emotional literacy and
engage with some therapeutic support. We recognise that wellbeing is an essential building
block for self-esteem and academic progress.

We would therefore like to build a cabin for groups of children that we can site in our grounds
which can be used for our emotional support groups, play therapy, mentoring sessions, speech
and language support, and much more!

We would love as many donations as possible, so please do help out wherever you can, and
share, share, share with your friends, family and local community!

https:/Iwww.justgiving.com/crowdfunding/stmaryswellbeing?utm_term=9EQmPmgeq




